ANALYTICAL ASSESSMENT

There are 5 steps to the final polished essay. For the first essay YO_L{r assess
you will write in English the steps are as follows. ability to reg

1. You will be given the essay question to take home and plan. include sho

2. Then in class you will complete an A4 page of notes.
3. You will bring the notes to class to use when you write your draft. Mmethod of

4. Your teacher will mark and discuss your draft with you.

5. You will then write the final polished essay.

To achieve a high mark in a literary essay you will need to

e Demonstrate an understanding of the points relevant to the question you have chosen. ——
| ® Create a well structured argument that successfully persuades the reader that your point is valid.

e Provide evidence from the text and maybe secondary texts that reinforces your argument.

e Acknowledge all your sources.
e Write in a fluent and interesting style.

Key things to remembper
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Plan your time.

Write a simple plan using the essay formula.

Write your draft.

Edit your draft.

Use the advice and teacher suggestions to produce a
polished essay.

Introduction
Provide an opening sentence (the contention) which introduces your argument and the
position you are taking. Make it as clear and as memorable as possible. Make sure it is
a response to the question. Then briefly introduce the three or four points you are going to
discuss.

Central paragraphs 1, 2, 3 maybe 4

For each paragraph

The formula is to provide a point, expand and develop it and provide evidence

(quotation + citation). Make sure your points flow clearly from one to the other in a logical
manner. Back your points with clear examples from the text. Keep your quotations short
and relevant. Avoid lengthy retelling and waffle.

Conclusion

e In your conclusion restate the major points of your argument.

e Try to express them succinctly and a little differently.

e Discuss how the issues raised by your essay might apply more generally.

e Give a personal view of the argument and text.

e Do remember that your conclusion should reinforce not repeat your contention.
e Finish your argument.

e No new points or evidence.



