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As the Canberra College Principal this term I have had the privilege to work with a very experienced and 
capable staff. With our staff we have commenced the year with a clear focus on supporting the learning for 
all students. In a college of over 1100 students this is an exciting and rewarding challenge. 
 
As a college with a strong tradition of inclusion and success, every day we see the strength in this 
commitment come through the endeavour and engagement of students in their classes, and this 
newsletter shares with you many examples of this. 
 
As we commence another year it is important to advise our community we are guided by a focus on 
learning, supported by the Canberra College Strategic Plan which has three key priorities: 
 

1. Enhance the quality of teaching and learning through systematic and evidence-based processes to 
improve delivery of educational services and outcomes for all students. 

2. Review and develop a sustainable school resources model which supports diversity of learning 
pathways utilising contemporary learning environments.    

3. Develop a college culture that values and reinforces wellbeing, strengthens community 
connectedness to support student and staff performance.   

 
Our 2019 College Board meets on Wednesday 10 April where the 2019 Annual Action Plan will be 
approved. At this meeting the Board will also represent the college community in a consultation about the 
proposed development plans for the land (previously Pitch’n’Putt) adjacent the college campus. We shall 
endeavour to share details in future communications and certainly advocate to preserve the integrity of 
the public College as an education provider to late adolescents in the Woden/Weston region. 
 
Celebrating the gifts and talents of our 
students, three Year 12 students have 
been awarded the prestigious Capital 
Chemist Scholarships of $1000 to support 
them in completing their Year 12 studies. 
I attended the award ceremony at the 
ANU School of Medical Science on 
Thursday 7 March where (Pictured from 
left) Lachlan Rowe (Academic Excellence 
Award), Jaime Ferguson (Citizenship 
Award), and Maryam Mansuri (Capital 
Chemist Award) were presented with 
certificates from the Capital Chemist 
Group. 
 

APRIL 2019 NEWSLETTER  

Principal’s Update 
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Scholarships were recently presented to 
Year 12 students, Elijah Duke and Tahlia 
Jard. The Directorate administers the 
scholarship program for students in ACT 
public schools. The Secondary Scholarship 
Program is for students in years 11 and 12 
interested in a career in teaching, the 
health field or undertaking vocational 
qualification. The certificates were 
presented by Ms Yvette Berry, Minister for 
Education. 
 

On 6 March a group of our students attended the 
International Women’s Day student ideas forum. I was 
fortunate to attend the final team report session where 
the students pitched their project to me. The theme of 
their pitch was to use video to promote a clear message 
to male students about what behaviours are not 
appropriate, aiming to promoting positive behaviours 
and mutual respect. Student voice is a very important 
and valued part of our college and I took the 
opportunity to video the student’s project pitch and 
have subsequently shared their message with our 
staff at a recent meeting. 
 

College Open Night for 2019 is on Tuesday 14 May 
and we encourage everyone to promote Canberra 
College to the broader community. Open Night is a 
celebration of our college and is a key promotional 
activity for continuing and prospective students and 
families to participate in the future plans for their 
students.  
 
The Canberra College Transition to College Team 

will be visiting our local High 
Schools to promote Open Night 
and college programs early in 
term 2.  
 

A significant cohort of our current student population previously attended non-government schools and as 
the Transition to College Team does not visit non-government schools, parents and students are welcome 
to attend Open Night to obtain a comprehensive understanding of the high value and quality of the 
government college programs. 
 
 
 
 

Open Evening 
                Tuesday 14 May 2019 

                                     6-8pm  
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During Harmony Week, 18-22 March, I had the honour to address the Year 12 
assembly and share my perspective on the extraordinary value of human and 
cultural diversity in Australia. Did you know that nearly half of Australians were born 
overseas or have one parent born who was?  I was also able to highlight Canberra 
College, proud of its inclusive programs and student community from over 50 
nations of birth. As a note of respect, I referred to the tragic loss of life at two 
mosques in New Zealand on the previous Friday. Further to this the college flags 
were held at half-mast during Harmony Week.   
 

Three members of our very 
talented music program 
opened the Year 12 assembly. 
Student performance will be a regular feature at 
assemblies through the year, building on a positive 

approach to student wellbeing and providing a 
student performance portfolio opportunity to 
celebrate their talents while entertaining our 
students and staff. 
Thank you to Koebi Faumui, Xavier Kim, Liam 

Johnson. 

 
 
You will have recently received Mid-semester Reports through the mail, providing feedback on the 
progress of students over the first term of study this year.  I encourage all parents and carers to discuss the 
reports at home and encourage attendance at the Parent/Teacher Interviews held on Tuesday 9 April. If 
you are unable to attend and you would like to discuss your student’s progress, please contact the 
respective Student Advisor to arrange a time early in term 2. 
 
Currently, all teaching and 
support staff are confirming 
their professional learning 
plans for 2019. Yes, all staff 
undertake a development 
plan to support a culture of 
continuous improvement. All 
teachers participate in a 
formal Professional Learning 
Community (PLC) program 
throughout the year.             
Each team of three teachers  
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will leverage their learning from the two-day Visible Learning program in 
January to support their collaboration about their teaching practice. A key 
activity of the PLC will be teachers conducting observations of a colleague’s 
classes and providing informed feedback about an area of practice. Teacher 
collaboration and feedback is essential in a modern education environment and 
I am pleased to report this is being embraced at Canberra College. 
 
Members of our college continue to achieve many terrific results and 
opportunities to broaden their talents. Within this edition many students across 
academic, arts, cultural and sporting pursuits are celebrated. Congratulations to 
all on another strong start to the year. 
 
Finally, the upcoming school holiday break will give staff and students time to 
enjoy with family and friends and please note the important calendar dates for Term 2 at the end of this 
newsletter. (Note that public schools commence Term 2 on Monday 29 April). 
 
 
Michael Battenally 
Principal 
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College (Year 11) Open Night 

6-8pm Tuesday 14 May 
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ART 

The Term 1 ART Exhibition of student work will be held in WEEK 10 Wednesday 10th April    

5.30 – 7pm  

The exhibition will showcase a huge variety of student work in various mediums from the following array of Visual 
Art units:  Exploring Visual Arts / Exploring Ceramics/ Ceramics, sculpture mixed media / Illustration and Drawing.  

DANCE 

The Dance 
students at 
Canberra College 
have had a lot of 
interaction with 
Dance 
Professionals from 
the wider 
community this 
term. Former 
students Tilly 
Wardale and Ryan 
Stone have shared 
their gained 
knowledge and 
experience since 
graduating.  

We also had 
professional Dance 
company Phluxus2 
from Brisbane run 
a workshop and 
teach us some of 
their repertoire. 
Ruth Osbourne 
creative director of 
QL2 Dance took 
our students 
through their paces 
to prepare them 
for upcoming auditions and the World Dance class has an upcoming performance with Ausdance ACT’s youth 
choreographic initiative ESCALATE. The students have received mentoring from two of Canberra’s leading creative 
artists, Leena Wall from Fresh Funk and Liz Lea. They have created an original Dance piece that looks at the idea of 
creating a modern ritual. The performance is at the Ralph Theatre at Gorman House on the 12th of April. We would 
love to see you there!! 

  

Arty Bits 
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DRAMA  

Congratulations Isaac Loom - one of our ‘Funny Guys’.... Isaac performed his 
original stand-up routine at the ACT Class Clowns Heats at the Canberra 
Theatre Centre last night and won! At the time of writing Isaac was preparing 
to share his dry and deadpan humour on a Victorian audience in Melbourne 
at the finals.  

Students prepared their first major assessment performances in the CCPAC 
Theatre on Tuesday 2nd April.  

Upcoming Drama Production of William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline will be 
staged in the Black Box Studio space in Week 15 – 29th – 31st May. 

MUSIC 

Music assessment performances have been taking place in the studio…wow! The standard of the performances was 
truly amazing and I would highly recommend coming along to the Showcase 
on June 18 in the CCPAC theatre.  

The awesome CC Jazz Band were invited to perform at the Education 
Directorate’s ‘Leading Edge’ Canberra Conference on the evening of Thursday 
28 March 2019.  As usual they made a fine impression. 

PHOTOGRAPHY  

Moran Contemporary Student Photography prize. 

Congratulations to Aidan Giddings and Harry Postai- Two of our exceptional 
Year 12 Photography students who have been 
selected as Semi-finalists in this national competition 

https://www.moranprizes.com.au/…/secondary-
…/semi-finalists… 

The Ilford Schools Photographic competition is highly 
regarded Photo competition for student 
photographers across Australia and New Zealand. 
Early this term we received news that we had been 
Awarded First Place for the  
‘Best School of the term’ 2018 Black and white photo 
– Australia and New Zealand and we also placed 2nd 
for the Annual prize of Best School overall for Black 
and White photography! 

The award is– $600 prize for the college in Ilford 
photographic material/supplies. 

Individual Student Awards 

First Prize - Silver Halide category 
Awarded to 

Aidan Giddings (Yr 12)  
For his silver halide Paint hand painted image titled 
“Kaleidoscope” 

  

https://www.moranprizes.com.au/student-gallery/2019/secondary-years-11-12/semi-finalists?page=2&fbclid=IwAR1EksbsamLlQuOGcJelOYb5rqkEdWRwVmcsygj-AIugbr3ZZNCkgUbigHc
https://www.moranprizes.com.au/student-gallery/2019/secondary-years-11-12/semi-finalists?page=2&fbclid=IwAR1EksbsamLlQuOGcJelOYb5rqkEdWRwVmcsygj-AIugbr3ZZNCkgUbigHc
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Certificates of Merit - Silver Halide Category and Digital Category 
Awarded to  

Mackenzie Gniel – ‘Untitled 2’ and ‘Chiaroscuro #2’ 
Robyn Dadds- ‘Falling Water’ and ‘Lesson learnt’ 
Mikaylah Norbart – ‘Through the Lens’ 
Tayla Williams – Desolation 
Aidan Giddings - Katrina, Queen of the dance floor 

Oliver Ferrimond – Parallel lives 

In week four the Art Photography students 
spent the Thursday taking part in some phone 
photography workshop in the centre of 
Canberra.  From taking a self-portrait to 
photographing groups, we were shown how 
to capture people and their place with their 
phones. This included working with interesting 
backdrops, working with portrait mode and 
portrait Lighting, and finding flattering angles 
for their subject.  We went to the Apple store 
to learn editing techniques using the Photos 
app on iPhone. Were shown how to make 
quick edits and crops to our photos. Then we 
adjusted by using filters, manipulating levels of light, adding colour and more.  It was a fun day and I would like to 
thank the staff at Canberra Apple for their time, enthusiasm and 
knowledge.   

“Youth Community Photography Pasting” Youth 

InterACT Grant  

We have received good news that we were successful with our grant for 
our “Youth Community Photography Pasting” project which will be part of 
youth week.  This is part of the 2018-19 Youth InterACT Grants Program 
with the main object for this project being for young people to express 
themselves artistically about issues that relate to themselves. The project 
aims to inspire personal learning, reflection and action, and allow for 
interaction with the public.  Students from the Canberra College Art 
photography unit have produced large photographic pastings; these have 
been pasted on approved sites in the local area for public display.  

There will be a display of the student Work exhibited in the CCPAC Foyer 
during week 10 and 11. 

MEDIA  

Watch this space for a Film night term 2 in CCPAC THEATRE to 
showcase Media work being produced by our budding film 
makers!  

 

Kim Walkom - Arts Executive Teacher 
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UPCOMING ARTS EVENTS - please SAVE THE DATE  

Photography pasting student exhibition in CCPAC Foyer weeks 10 and 11 

MUSIC SHOWCASE – JUNE 18TH 

MERIMBULA JAZZ FESTIVAL JUNE LONG WKND 8/9  

ART EXHIBITION Week 10 – 10th April  

Drama Production week 15 – 29th – 31st May 

Media Film Night term 2 in CCPAC 
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The CLASS Faculty comprises the Commerce (Accounting, Business, Business Services & Economics), Languages 

(Chinese, French, German, Italian and Japanese) and Social Sciences (Behavioural Sciences [Psychology, Sociology 

and Social & Community Work] Global Studies and Legal Studies) courses. 

Psychology – Taronga Zoo Excursion: 
On Thursday the 7th of March, 42 Canberra College students got up at ‘ridiculous o’clock’ in order to jump on a bus at 

5:45am and head up to Sydney for a visit to Taronga Zoo. Despite the early start, the students were punctual and full 

of enthusiasm! The trip was part of the Psychology Unit ‘Individual Differences’ where we are exploring human 

development and how we become the people we are. The purpose of the Taronga Zoo trip was to observe and learn 

about primate behaviour (Chimpanzees and Gorillas) in order to inform our understanding of human development. 

And wow, the Chimps really put on a show! We saw all kinds of behaviour - some very human like and some not so 

much! The students observed the primate behaviour and we discussed topics such as their child rearing practices 

and complex social structures. After the Chimpanzees, students had some lunch, some free time and then it was 

time for the Seal Show. We all flooded the front couple of rows in order to secure a seat in the ‘splash zone’. And 

yep, we got wet. The seals were amazing and one of students was selected to go and meet one as part of the show. 

She shook hands and patted the big fella. At the end of day we settled in for a significantly quieter drive back to 

Canberra. The students were fantastic ambassadors of the school and the chimps… well, they behaved like 

hyperactive toddlers with 10 times the strength of a full-grown human. Entertaining stuff and a great chance for the 

Year 11s to get to know us and each other. 

Jason Tolmie & Heather Ryan 

CLASS 
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Mathematics 

Business Studies News 
Canberra College was fortunate to host the director of The United Nations Information Centre, Mr.Christopher 

Woodthorpe who presented a seminar to students in years 11 and 12 undertaking Business Studies and Global 

Studies. The talk was informative and topical, ranging across many subject areas offered at the school. Sustainable 

Development was the main focus with discussion centring on the role of the UN in promoting agencies to facilitate 

business entrepreneurship in these developing countries. The interconnectedness of globalisation between 

developed and developing countries was stressed as well as the importance of health and education in fostering 

business growth and subsequent economic prosperity for many countries. Students showed avid interest and Chris 

was kind enough to answer many questions after the talk from students, especially about the role of the UN, the 

Security Council and the General Assembly. 

Stephen Edmond 

Languages 
In Week 4, all language students were enrolled in the Education Perfect online resource for the specific language 

they are learning.  We are encouraging the students to logon to the website to use the numerous resources available 

(reading, writing, listening, speaking etc) in order to further develop their language skills.  The teachers are also using 

the website for part of their lessons, particularly where there are multiple levels within one class, as it gives the 

students the opportunity to individualise their learning. 

If your child is studying a language at the College, please encourage them to use the website in order to strengthen 

their learning outside the classroom.  The more a student can practice a language, even for just 15 to 30 minutes 

after school, the greater the chance they will gain fluency and understanding in the language. 

In Week 10, Friday, April 12th students will be participating in the ACT Parliamentary Debates competition to be held 

at the ACT Legislative Assembly.  It is a great opportunity for the students to be involved in a typical Parliamentary 

style of debating, which is the actual way our Members of the Assembly debate topics.  Stay tuned for a report and 

photo of this activity in Term 2. 

Kevin Howard 

SLC 

 

  

 

 

Maths classes have now completed Q1. For year 11 students this is a time to reflect on how the first term at college 

has progressed. Some students may be looking at changing Maths levels. I encourage students to talk to their 

teacher before doing this. There are several opportunities for students to enter competitions related to Maths.  Here 

are the details of these competitions. 

Mathematics Competitions 2019 
1. Australian Mathematics Competition 

Thursday 1st August. Cost $6:50, please pay online by Friday 12th April. 

2.  UNSW Mathematics Competition is held on 12 June This is only for Specialist Mathematics students. Please 

see Shane if you are interested. 

Fourteen students have taken part in the Computational and Algorithmic Thinking (CAT) Competition this term but 

we are yet to receive their results. 
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Early in term 2 year 12 students undertaking Specialist Maths will head off to Maths camp.  

Over the stand down period the Mathematics area will be repainted and carpeted. There will be new whiteboards 

and interactive boards put up. The Maths faculty is looking forward to working with students in this updated 

environment. 

Lachlan Rowe has undertaken the Maths Olympiad paper again this year.  He completed 

two sets of papers last year also. There are two papers both of 4 hours duration. He 

received Bronze certificates on both occasions last year and we are waiting for his results 

for this year.  

Information for parents about the Maths faculty: 
• We use Mathspace as our Textbook.  We have given all year 11 students (and put it 

on Google class for year 12 students) a booklet outlining all the ways to use 

Mathspace. This has been attached to this newsletter. 

• All students in tertiary Maths classes should have a Casio graphics calculator and 

students in accredited Maths classes should have a scientific calculator.  

• We have shown year 11 Tertiary students a power point on how grades and scores 

work for Maths in College. This power point has been attached as a PDF to this 

newsletter. 

 

Shane Barrett  

 

 

 

 

What a fabulous start to 2019 in science so far.  Three of our current year 12 students (Max, Sam and Lulu) attended 
the National Youth Science Forum in January.  

“In July 2018 3 Canberra College students, Sam Hill, Lulu Horciu and Max La Galle, were selected to attend the 
National youth science forum (NYSF.) The NYSF year 12 program is a 12-day residential program designed to give 
students a broader understanding of the diverse study and career options in STEM. From particle physics to 
evolutionary biology, all aspects of science were explored. The program expands the horizons of all students and 
allowed for friendships to be formed with like-minded students across Australia. It was a life-changing experience for 
all who participated and will impact both the student's lives and career lives in the coming future.” 

They all thoroughly enjoyed the experience and became even more enthused with Science.  They have been 
successful in their application for the International Youth Science Forum in London in 
July.  We all wish them the best and hope they are blow their minds. 

Our students have applied for and sat the ANU extension exam for attending the 
various ANU Extension courses.  Eleven students have been offered courses in 
Astrophysics, Physics Chemistry, Biodiversity and Engineering.  Many have had multiple 
offers.  Congratulations to these students and we all wish them a most interesting and 
valuable time at ANU. 

Students from Canberra College applied to the new Science Mentors ACT.  This is an 
established program at Melrose High but is now being offered to students across 
Canberra.  Nine students have been accepted into this valuable program that allows 
students to work closely with a working scientist on a large, long-term project.  
Students who complete this course learn many great skills including written and oral 
scientific communication, project management, time management, risk taking and 

Science News 
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extending themselves far beyond expectations.  Congratulations to Aidan, Harry, Casey, Alesia, Si, Zoe, Sam, and 
Christine.  We know the experience will serve you well. 

Five current Year 12 students have been involved in the sustainability project with four Japanese students from 
Yashiro High School in Nagano, Japan in 2018-2019. This project involved a lot of collaboration and communication 
through the on-line media. Lulu (Lucia-Sarah) Horciu, Yuta Leffers, Sam Hill, Amelia Miles and Si (Ngan) Nguyen 
visited the Mugga Resource Management Centre where they learned how each type of recyclable material is 
processed.  

Each student did further research on 
a particular recyclable material (e.g., 
aluminium, paper and cardboard, 
etc.) and produced a research report. 
Then each of the students presented 
their report to their Japanese 
counterparts via Google hangouts at 
the end of 2018.   

The Japanese students worked as a 
team to produce a research report 
on the ways that different materials 
are recycled in Japan. They 
presented their report via Google 
hangouts in March, 2019.  

This sustainability project allowed 
the students to learn about recycling of various materials in Australia and Japan, compare different ways to solve 
similar problems and discover that cultural and environmental differences influence the ways different nations 
approach recycling and sustainable ways of living.   

Pre Med have had a great start to 2019 with two guest speakers come in for Q&A sessions. Ewen McPherson, a 
critical nurse with experience working with Médecins Sans Frontières and the International Red Cross in Rwanda, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Sri Lanka and Darfur. A bit closer to home we had Year 12 Audrye Lee, a St. John’s 
Ambulance Cadet, come in in full patrol uniform to answer questions about volunteering with St. John’s. In week 8 
we have our first excursion of the year, to the brand-new University of Canberra Hospital. Thanks to all Pre-med 
students for their active and mature participation in all our activities so far this year. 

Chemistry students in year 12 are working with the chemistry of batteries and the year 11 students are practicing 
their core chemistry skills and the beginning of spectroscopy.  Biology students have been studying ecology and 
genetics. Physics have been having fun with circular motion using some great technology.  Year 11 Physics students 
are rediscovering Newton’s Laws of motion through experimentation. Human Biology students have been examining 
bones, testing Canberra water and the mysteries of zoonotic diseases. 

All classes have started well with a 
lovely, focussed buzz in the science 
area all year! 
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Hi everyone, and welcome to a new year of Sporting opportunities. 

Lots of sports on offer again this year, both one day carnivals and Thursday afternoon sports. It’s a great way to get 
involved in the college community, make some more friends, get some exercise and you also get points for your Year 
12 certificate. 

For up-coming sports   please read the  igroup notices and also check out the  SPORT noticeboards in the  gym and  
join the College Sport classroom page code = 789qnl to receive notifications. To sign up for sports, see Rob and Fiona 
in the Pe faculty , print consent and medical notes from the Sports Classroom . Consent and medical notes and 
payment is all to be handed in at the front office at least  1 week before the event. 

Term 1 intercollegiate sports Boys’ and girls’ basketball and boys cricket are underway on Thursday afternoons, with 
teams progressing into finals. 

See the highlights from Term 1 one day competitions below. 

Term 2 One day comps coming up soon are AFL, touch football, Boys’ and girls’ soccer. Intercollegiate term 2 sports 
are boys and girl’s futsal and girl’s netball, trials for these teams will be held in week 10. 

World Challenge Training Camp -  Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th March  
Five adventurous students (Layla N, Seb M, Hooper C, Grace H and 
Austin R) and two intrepid teachers (Laura S and Susan J) participated 
in a World Challenge Training Camp at Wee Jasper. The weekend 
involved good hikes up and down through the mountains with our big 
packs, setting up camp and cooking dinner with bartered food and 
supplies, lots of team building activities, and completing role plays and 
scenarios about situations we may experience when on expedition in 
Cambodia later in the year. It was a very enlightening learning 
experience, and good to get out of our comfort zones. 

 

Strength and Conditioning R unit 
Thursday mornings 8.45-10.45 at Club lime Phillip. In this unit you have the opportunity to train at the gym under 
your own program. Times and days are flexible, and can be negotiated, please see Fiona in Pe faculty staffroom if 
you would like to participate in this. You will be awarded an  R unit  based on the time you spend training over the 
semester. 

Girls League Tag - Thursday 14th March 
 Canberra College had a fun day out at the ACT Girls League Tag carnival with a 
lovely bunch of students; we drew in the first 2 games and came second in the 
other 3 matches. They played with good skills and great humour, and most 
backed up again the next day to play in the rugby 7’s tournament so well done 
to all involved. 

Team - Ella-Rose Brown, Dayzhaun Kalolo, Evie Laloulu, May Laloulu, Delilah 
Laori, Jade Lewis, Sia Sekona, Tilly Tivalu, Tupe Ulberg, Laura Croft, Tylaina 
Laurao, Olivia Giugni, Tina Wii. 

Laura Skeates- coach 

PE News 
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ACT Colleges Beach Volleyball Carnival- 1st March 
Friday 1st March saw the start of the College Sport One Day competitions for 
the year, with Beach Volleyball at the Lyneham Beach Volleyball Facility. We 
took 3 boys pairs , 1 girls pair and 3 mixed teams to  the day and  the girls 
pairs Christine and Anouk managed to make the semi  finals , unfortunately 
losing out to lake Ginninderra college. All our students had a blast and 
represented the school in an exceptional way, also backing up and filling in 
for teams that were short on the day. The team is below:  

Laura Croft, Anouk Amrhein, Christine Scales, Liam Whitby, Sean Murphy, 
Xavier Kim, Than Rainbird, Cameron Pike, Dane Kluken, Sia Sekona, Nina 
Sikoulabot, Tylaina Lauvao, Ella Brown, Ulli Kalolo, Sean Schmidt, Tilly Tivalu, 
EC Teo. 

Girls Rugby 7’s- 15th March 
Canberra College girls competed in the Brumbies 7s one day carnival at 
Southwell Park demonstrating skill and determination. This was, for a number 
of girls their first experience with Rugby Union and with a contact sport. On a 
perfectly overcast day, the girls played three game in total – Erindale (1 & 2) 
and Radford. As the day elapsed, the girls understanding of the game and how 
to play with each other grew dramatically. While the day was full of music, 
dancing and tough competition, the girls played extremely well and many took 
home an appreciation for the sport.  

Team - Sia Sekona, Tilly Tivalu, Nina Sikoukabout, Laura Croft, Evie Laloulu, 
May Laloulu, Dayzhaun Kalolo, Jade Lewis, Oliva Giugni.    Addison Sullivan-
coach 

We are looking forward to another great year in sport! 

Fiona Maloney 

Sports Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

Term One has been a busy time for everyone, including the Student Services team. We have really enjoyed meeting 

our new Year Eleven cohort and providing support to our Year 12s as they start making decisions about post-college 

life. We’ve been assisting Year 12s with their ANU applications and scholarship submissions, advising all students on 

courses and pathways and finding ways for all students to meet with success. 

A student once asked me what I actually did all day, so I thought it would be a great opportunity to provide a bit of a 

snapshot of the things which keep the Student Services team so busy.  

First and foremost, we are available (when we’re not actually teaching our own classes!) to see students face to face. 

On any given day, all five of us will have at least three casual drop-ins in addition to the appointments we have 

scheduled. We then discuss student needs: academic through either package advice, requests for special 

consideration or applications for variation to assessment; emotional support if things become too much (we are 

absolute pros at tea-making) and also career or pathways advice.  

If that isn’t enough, we also spend a lot of our time making sure that absence information is as accurate as possible 

and liaising between students, parents and staff. This is all in addition to completing our regular and ongoing 

classroom tasks. Sadly, loving our Student Services jobs doesn’t mean that there isn’t any marking to do. 

Student Services 
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It’s a busy job but we all love the opportunity to work with such a wide variety of students and parents. Please let us 

know if there are things we are missing about your students – while we try hard, we aren’t infallible, much as we 

would like to think so. 

To make sure that we are offering the best possible services for everyone, we would love it if you could make 

appointments, either via email or phone, rather than trying your luck. If we know you’re coming, we can be prepared 

and make sure we are available to give you our full attention.  

All our contact details appear below; we are looking forward to the rest of the year! 

Some key things we will be undertaking: high school visits during Term Two; ATAR interviews with Year 12s during 

Term Three; assisting with annual events such as the Careers Expo and the school Wellbeing program and always 

working with our students to find suitable pathways and solutions to problems. 

 

Kate Fox on behalf of the Student Services team: Kim, Susan, Jo and Rachel. 

The Student Services Teaching team 

Student Surnames A-F   Kim Thomas 

    6142 3332 

    kim.thomas@ed.act.edu.au 

Student Surnames G-K  Susan Johnson 

 6142 3334 

 susan.johnson@ed.act.edu.au 

Student Surnames L-R  Jo Lee 

    6142 3331 

    jo-anne.lee@ed.act.edu.au 

Student Surnames S-Z  Rachel Regan 

 6142 3286 

    rachel.regan@ed.act.edu.au 

Executive Teacher  Kate Fox 

    6142 3333 

    kate.fox@ed.act.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kim.thomas@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:susan.johnson@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:jo-anne.lee@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:rachel.regan@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:kate.fox@ed.act.edu.au
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A very busy start to the year for all the students in the Futures Faculty.  Some 

excellent learning opportunities have been available to our students including 

the Maths Alive excursion, Connections Day, Outdoor Education and the 

Drama excursion.  All the students have settled in brilliantly and many have 

made new friends to complement their existing friendship groups.  A huge 

thank you to all the staff who have assisted in making student transitions 

smooth.  It has been a fantastic first term and we look forward to next term. 

 

 

 

 

In the Humanities faculty, we study human society and culture through the 

subjects English, English as a Second Language, Literature, History and 

Philosophy.    This involves lots of reading, reflecting, discussion and analysis 

across a broad range of subjects which relate to our human experience.   As 

Term One ends, Humanities students will have all completed their first 

assessment task and will be well into preparing for their Term Two 

assessment.   

One of the keys to success in any Humanities course is to complete the 

assigned class reading, whether it is a novel for English or Literature, a 

historical source in History or an academic journal article for Philosophy.  

These readings often underpin the discussion and work done in classes.   

Debating 
Canberra College is again hosting the ACT Debating Competition.  This year we have two beginning debating teams 

who are putting their oratory skills to the test each Thursday evening.  We wish them well as they represent our 

school and develop their skills in research, reasoning and public speaking.   Thanks also 

to Mr Murray Chisholm who coordinates the teams and venue organisation.   

Book club  
Thanks to Ms Tracy Hennessey and Ms Kate Shorland who have established our new 

Canberra College Book Club.   So far we have 25 student members who have selected to 

start off the year by reading and discussing ‘The Lovely Bones’ by Alice Sebold.     It is not 

too late to join this group, just borrow the book and sign up to the google classroom 

using the code:   u5pifbu 

Humanities  

Futures  
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What do Chocolate and Creative Writing have in common?   

What’s the secret to creative writing? In Kate’s Line 7 Year 12 Literature class, it’s apparently the use of chocolate, 

specifically dark chocolate. Even more specifically, 85% dark chocolate, where sugar is NOT the first listed ingredient. 

Creativity is one of the key skills being demanded in a contemporary 

workplace; it’s the most highly-rated attribute on LinkedIn (according to 

Principal Battenally) and it’s certainly one of the key traits Google looks for in 

prospective employees. It’s also a compulsory part of the English and 

Literature courses. 

To tap into hereby undiscovered rivers of creativity, Kate decided to use 

chocolate as a means of inspiring imagination and to understand symbolism. 

This proved highly divisive as some students were in paroxysms of delight while others threatened to report her to 

the UN for cruel and unusual punishment. The two extreme reactions are modelled here by Jaime and Hamish. Pick 

which one is which… 

Joking aside, one of the most important things that the study of English can do for students is to encourage lateral 

thinking and original interpretation, skills which are fast becoming vital components to employment. So, there you 

have it: English is both delicious AND nutritious! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 has sprinted off, our advisory is made up of 28 amazing students who have taken the year by the horns and 

have had significant achievements at each step of the term. As part of Big Picture our students take part in Learning 

Through Internships (LTI). Our students are required to participate in an internship placement to apply their 

classroom learning from their passion project into real world context. In 2019 we have 90% of students engaged in 

an LTI. Due to the student’s passions these real-world learning opportunities vary enormously and cover a wide 

range of the employment sectors.  We have students engaged in Habitats for Humanity, Hospitality, Forensics, 

Indigenous curriculum development and Pups 4 Fun (Dog Day Care) to name a few.  

Students can also obtain a certificate III through Vocational Education Training (VET) as well as completing their 

senior secondary certificate. The student’s study in combination with Canberra College and CIT to obtain these 

qualifications. They also have the choice of completing a Vocational Learning Opportunity (VLO) which allows 

students to see post school education options. The Big Picture students have made an excellent start to 2019 and we 

look forward to their passion projects and exhibition presentations in the weeks to come.  

  

Big Picture Academy 
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The Careers team at Canberra College is available to help our students in the development of knowledge, skills and 

attitudes through a planned program of learning experiences (Pathways Plan) that will assist them to make informed 

decisions about their chosen study and /or work options and enabling effective participation in working life. 

Career education services at Canberra College encompass: 

• Learning about the world, its changing nature, the general expectations of employers, and the demands of the 

workplace 

• Developing self-awareness in relation to interests, abilities, competencies and values 

• Developing awareness and understanding of occupational information and career pathways 

• Developing skills in decision making which can be applied to career choices 

• Acquiring the skills to implement the career decisions made 

• Access to fully qualified Career development practitioners 

• Opportunities to participate in our career development and pathways programs, WEX (Work Experience) and 

ASBAs (Australian School based Apprenticeships) promotes diversity and inclusivity in work and education. 

• Opportunities to apply for Scholarships and Bursaries  

We offer students the opportunity to attend many varied experiences in career development, whether it is within 

the school or opportunities offered outside the school. These opportunities include: 

• VLO Programs • Work Experience Opportunities • Road Ready 

• CIT College Courses • CIT Health Day • First Aid Training 

• UAC Training sessions • ASBA program • White Card / Asbestos 

Training 

• Information sessions from all 

the major Universities 

• ANU – Asia Pacific course 

information Day 

• Canberra College Careers 

Market 

• ANU –Latin American Day 

course information Day   

• All school attendance at the 

Canberra Careers Expo 

• RSA Training (Responsible 

Service of Alcohol) 

• “one on one” career planning 

with the major universities 

• Apprenticeship Information  

We also organise our own Canberra College Transition and Careers Market, which is held every year to 

accommodate all questions that students may have with their chosen pathway. This shall be held on the 21st of May 

2019 in the Asgard Theatre. 

• Our students can participate in Work Experience Placements, where they can go out into the Industry of their 

choice to gain valuable experience in their chosen field. Some of these placements have been with Department of 

Defence, National Zoo, The Canberra Hospital, ANU – Research Schools, NIDA (National Institute of Dramatic Arts) 

and The Australian Ballet just to name a few. This year, we have already placed up to 80 students into WEX. 

In 2018 we placed a total of 445 students across Yr.11 and 12. We highly value the Work experience program and 

Careers 
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encourage all our students to do at least 1 placement each year of College. WEX WEEK: 1st – 5th of July. 

• The ASBA Program is highly valued here at the College and is a great way for our students who are looking at a 

Vocational Pathway the opportunity to gain further training and competencies, by being part of the Australian 

School Based Apprenticeship. This program gives students an opportunity to complete their Yr.12 schooling and 

to also gain the employability skills and a recognised qualification in a Vocational certificate course. It also opens 

opportunity to follow a career pathway of their chosen Vocation upon graduation. At the end of last year, we had 

72 students across Yr.11 and 12 doing an ASBA with 28 of these students completing year 12 and moving into full 

time/part time employment and apprenticeships. 

ANU University Applications are currently open and Yr.12 students apply directly onto the ANU website. 

www.anu.edu.au/study/apply 

UAC University Admissions Centre shall be open for application from the 3rd of April 2019, all Yr.12 Tertiary students 

shall receive their PIN number for UAC via email from the 3rd of April. We encourage all students to register with UAC 

asap. www.uac.edu.au 

If you require further information regarding Uni applications, please come and see us in the Careers room, we are 

more than happy to help. 

The Canberra College Careers have our own Google Classroom page (code utrq8k), which is regularly updated on 

Career opportunities for our students and we also have our own Careers website; Students and their Parents can 

register on this. The Website has links to everything you need to know about your Career planning. 

• UAC/VTAC/QTAC • Vocational Education • Youth Allowance and 

Centrelink information 

• Latest careers news and events • Work Experience • Create a Resume 

• Universities • Gap year Information • Defence careers 

So, register today and you will also receive emailed information  

www.canberracollegecareers.com 

Some other helpful links for students and Parents: 

Beyond School : https://www.studyassist.gov.au/sites/studyassist/files/beyond_school_study-

guide_interactive.pdf?v=1540767293 

My Future: www.myfuture.edu.au 

Australian Apprenticeship Pathways: www.aapathways.com.au 

My Skills: www.myskills.gov.au 

Good Universities Guide: www.gooduniguide.com.au 

Pathways Planning: http://pathways.act.edu.au 

                           Canberra College Careers Team 

Sonya Bell – WEX / ASBA Coordinator | Careers Adviser - p.61423330 

Borka Kresoya – WEX Administration - p.61423295 

Alex O’Brien – Careers Adviser - p.61423469 

Richard Johnston – Transition and Careers Adviser - p.61423287 

. 

http://www.anu.edu.au/study/apply
http://www.uac.edu.au/
http://www.canberracollegecareers.com/
https://www.studyassist.gov.au/sites/studyassist/files/beyond_school_study-guide_interactive.pdf?v=1540767293
https://www.studyassist.gov.au/sites/studyassist/files/beyond_school_study-guide_interactive.pdf?v=1540767293
http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
http://www.aapathways.com.au/
http://www.myskills.gov.au/
http://www.gooduniguide.com.au/
http://pathways.act.edu.au/
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The past few weeks students were working busy in different projects. Hospitality was practicing their skills in coffee 

making and running a café, also creating foods that they will prepare in Open night.  All classes are busy finishing 

their assignments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It's one of our favourite times to 'change gear' just for an 

afternoon - it's our chance to spend a couple of hours 

making connections with members of the CC community 

that we might otherwise not get to hang out with.  

We ice skated, made friendship bracelets, had Rap battles, 

competed for handball trophies, designed and made laser 

cutting key tags, played card and board games, Kahoots and 

trivia, waved wands at the Harry Potter Fest, played football 

and basketball, we sewed and stitched and Jammed in the 

music room. We were introduced to the Pintupi/Luritja - 

Pitjantjatjarra dialect, played golf in the hallways, frolicked 

Technology 

Connections Day  
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with our dogs at Eddison Park, folded origami, read stories to the CCCares bubs, and indulged in a cafe walk.  

All in all, a fantastic afternoon and a great opportunity to build Connections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our partnership with the ACT Dental Health Program began in 2015. Since then, our young parents and their children 

have had monthly access to a dental screening service. After being screened, students and their children who have a 

need are referred on to clinics for appropriate services.  

Beth Doyle, Dental Therapist has been the major player in the 

relationship between CCCares and the ACT Dental Health Program. 

It is due to Beth’s’ wealth of knowledge, gentle calm nature and 

relationship building skills that the CCCares dental screening program 

is having such success. She has developed lasting trust relationships 

with young people who have had little if any connection with oral 

health services. Our young people feel safe and comfortable with 

Beth. This is transferred to their children who are developing positive 

attitudes towards their dental health and dental health practitioners.  

We are proud of our relationship with the ACT Dental Health Program, which has now extended to visits by the 

Mobile Clinic to CCCares! 

We wish to thank Beth Doyle for sharing her expertise and building strong 

and lasting positive outcomes for the young families of CCCares. 

Seen on the clothesline outside CCCares ….. 

 “My baby vomited all over it” Such dedication! 

 

 

 

CCCares  
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Fantastic opportunity for any Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander 

students to participate in this program.   

Please see Jane Rotgans B220 for more information and to put 

forward an expression of interest or   

Email: jane.rotgans@ed.act.edu.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Work Experience and future employment 

opportunities at the 

National Museum of Australia 

An awareness raising session for Aboriginal and  

Torres Strait Islander students in years 9 to 12 

9:30am – 1:00pm, 30 May 2019 

Australian National Museum 

Come and talk to employees of the museum about the exciting opportunities available 

The Museum welcomes and encourages Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

candidates to apply for any job going at the Museum. These range from 

permanent to temporary, in both Museum specific and general office 

administration roles  

For more information please contact Jane Rotgans 6142 3301. 

jane.rotgans@ed.act.edu.au  

mailto:jane.rotgans@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:jane.rotgans@ed.act.edu.au
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Canberra College ~ Important Dates Term 2 2019  

Date Event Details 

Tuesday 9 April Parent/Teacher Interviews 4:30pm – 7pm 

   

Wednesday 10 April Art & Futures Students’ Art 
Exhibition 

5:30pm – 7pm C Block 

   

Friday 12 April Last day of term 1  

   

Monday 29 April Term 2 commences  

   

Monday 29 April Year 11 student meeting 12:45pm, Asgard Theatre 

   

Monday 6 May Year 12 student meeting 12.45pm, Asgard Theatre 

   

Tuesday 14 May Open Night 6-8pm 

   

Tuesday 21 May Careers Market Asgard Theatre 

   

Monday 27 May Reconciliation Day Public Holiday 

   

Monday 3 June Year 11 student meeting 12:45pm, Asgard Theatre 

   

Monday 10 June Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

   

Monday 17 June Year 12 student meeting 12:45pm, Asgard Theatre 

   

Thursday 20 June Last day of formal classes term 2  

Administration: 2 Launceston Street, Phillip ACT 2606  

E: info@canberrac.act.edu.au W: www.canberrac.act.edu.au T: 02 61423288 

Handy on 
Fridge Door 

mailto:info@canberrac.act.edu.au
http://www.canberrac.act.edu.au/



